Tuberculosis and National Health
Moro's cutaneous test is applied by inunction with a paste
composed of equal parts of Old Tuberculin and lanoline. A
positive reaction is indicated by the development of a papular
rash within, twenty>fbur hours at the seat of inunction. A
modification of this test is the tuberculin plaster test first described
by Malmberg, in which the tuberculin ointment is applied under
a plaster, a positive result showing a bright flush with confluent
pin/head papules. A further modification is the Vollmer patch
test in which the plaster is used with undiluted Old Tuberculin.
Court has found this test to approach in reliability the Manx
toux test.
EXAMINATION FOR TUBERCLE BACILLI. The
differentiation between infection and clinical disease frequently
presents a difficult problem. The only conclusive evidence of the
presence of definite tuberculous lesions apart from that supplied
by pathological examination is the presence of tubercle bacilli
in sputum, pus, discharge, or other material. The organism may
be present in such small numbers that they cannot be detected in
film examinations, although their presence may be proved by
cultural or biological methods. A prolonged and careful in/
vestigation may therefore be required before it is possible in a
given case to state categorically whether clinical tuberculosis is
or is not present.
The most frequent method employed for the detection of
tubercle bacilli is the microscopical examination of films of the
suspected material stained by the Ziehl^Nielsen method and it is
the one primarily employed in the examination of sputum. To
facilitate the detection of tubercle bacilli the sputum may be
specially treated before the films are prepared. A detailed account
of the methods employed for this purpose will be found in a
recent publication issued by the Joint Tuberculosis Council.
In the absence of sputum the presence of tubercle bacilli may be
sought in the droplets obtained by the mirror test or by the
examination of stomach washes or faeces.
In the mirror test introduced by Burton Wood, the laryngeal
mirror is placed in position as for examination of the larynx, and
the patient is asked to cough. The droplets which are deposited
on the face of the mirror are transferred to a slide and a film is
prepared and stained* Cohen and Wood give the following
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